
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – June 8th, 2021 

Waupaca County Courthouse – LL42 
 

Chair Bosquez called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Pete Bosquez, Vice Chair Kevin Will, Supervisors Mary Craig, and Jack Spierings 
present.  Also present:  Diane Meulemans -Corporation Counsel, John Francis from the Parks 
Department, Bill Belke and 4 other members of the public.  Supervisor Joe McClone was excused.  
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Will, seconded by Craig to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Will, seconded by Craig to approve the May 4, 
2021 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment:  Chair Bosquez opened the floor for public comment, there was only one response 
and they requested to be able to speak during item # 9, which was approved.  There was no 
correspondence.   
 
Bill Belke – Offer to help build a new park:  Francis introduced Mr. Belke and stated that he had 
helped the County obtain the property along the Crystal River, which is now Woods Park.  He also 
donated a picnic shelter to the park.  He is hoping to help the County again by purchasing property if 
there is something that would serve the general public.   
 
Belke explained that he wanted to help get some new parks going to give back to the public that has 
supported his businesses throughout the years.  He is looking for ideas and asked the Park 
Committee members to look around and see if there are any properties that would make sense in 
their areas.  He is willing to help anywhere in the County if it is a good project.  There was discussion 
about various potential projects and clarification on what he is hoping to do.  Will thanked him for his 
generous donations in the past.  Bill asked that if anyone had a good idea, they should let Francis 
know and they will work together to see what can be done. 
 
Review / Award proposal for snowmobile bridge:  Francis presented the results of the proposal 
opening for the bridge replacement on the Tomorrow River State Trail over Spring Creek.  The results 
are as follows: 

Opening Results - 4 June 2021 

    Bridge Proposals - Spring Creek Bridge TRST - Budget = $54,000 (Grant) 

Bidder From Cost Notes 

River City Construction Medford, WI $42,714.00   

E80 Plus Constructors, LLC DeForest, WI $44,744.00 Wheeler Bridge Kit 

Greenwood Project Mngt Clintonville, WI $48,247.00 Similar to original const. 

Anderson Bridges LLC Colfax, WI $49,900.00 Anderson Bridge 

Larson Const. Co., Inc Chippewa Falls, WI $53,580.00 Wheeler Bridge Kit 



 

 

Custom Manufacturing, Inc Clinton, WI $53,900.00 Custom Bridge 

Highway Landscapers Inc Little Chute, WI $66,750.00 Wheeler Bridge Kit 

 
Francis stated that he talked to the River City Construction owner and discussed the bridge 
replacement plans.  They met all the standards in our specifications.  He also tracked down a 
reference from the DNR as the Contractor has done 12+ bridge projects for the DNR.  The DNR 
engineer said that they had no problems with the contractor and that they had done three bridge 
projects similar to ours for his area.  Francis also talked to the next lowest proposal company and did 
feel that the kit they were using to repair the bridge likely used superior materials than the lowest cost 
proposal.  With that said, Francis recommended going with the lowest cost proposal as they met all 
the specifications we had put out for proposals.  There was discussion on the proposals. 
 
Motion by Spierings, seconded by Craig to award the bridge project to River City Construction for 
their proposed cost of $42,714.00.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Review / Award bid for new ¾-ton pickup truck with service body and lift gate:  Francis 

reviewed the results of the June 4 bid opening – listed below: 

 

Bid Opening Results 
June 4, 2021 

     Truck Bids - 3/4 Ton 4x4 with Service Body and Lift Gate - Budget = $48,500 (capital funds) 

Bidder From Truck Cost Notes 

Ewald Automotive Group Hartford, WI Ford F250 $45,308.00 Knapheide service body 

Plach Automotive New London, WI 
Chevy 
2500 $46,667.00 Knapheide service body 

Ewald Automotive Group 
Oconomowoc, 

WI 
Chevy 
2500 $46,811.00 Knapheide service body 

Clintonville Motors Inc. Clintonville, WI Ford F250 $48,245.00 Knapheide service body 

L&S Truck Center Appleton, WI Ford F250 $52,636.50 Monroe service body 

Petersen Automotive Waupaca, WI Ram 2500 $55,526.00 Knapheide service body 

 

Francis stated that both of the two low priced bids would meet the specifications we put out.  There 
was discussion about servicing dealerships and the cost savings of having a dealer in Waupaca that 
can do recalls and other services.   
 
Motion by Spierings, seconded by Will to accept the Plach Automotive bid for a Chevy 2500 as there 
is a servicing dealership located in town that would save the County far more than the price difference 
over the projected 10 years the vehicle will be in rotation.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Camp Vic-To-Rae – DNR letter regarding camping – Discussion:  Francis opened the topic 
talking about how the property was used in the past, what the plan was for future use, and some of 
the issues that came up in the last few years.  One of the questions that needed to be addressed was 



 

 

if the grant funding used to purchase the property would exclude camping as an acceptable use.  The 
letter from the DNR states that camping is an acceptable use.  Francis stated that with that new 
information he would like the Park Committee to discuss further what should be done with the 
property.   
 
Corporation Counsel Meulemans spoke on the subject next.  Outside counsel was brought in to 
review the situation.  It was determined that camping run by the County would be acceptable due to 
the public purpose doctrine.  The County would not be able to contract with a private group to operate 
the campground.  Another issue the outside counsel found was that some of the language recorded 
into the deed was done incorrectly and may not be valid.  Meulemans stated that the agreement with 
the Girl Scouts having 3 weeks of free access to the site will need to be addressed.  It was suggested 
that the local Council be contacted to see if that language could be removed or if they were interested 
in using it in the future.  Another step that would need to be completed would be applying for a 
conditional use permit to operate a campground on the site, as it has not been an official campground 
for more than one year.  This would involve a public hearing process.  There could still be legal issues 
with the access driveway regarding the land that was purchased from the neighbors to widen the 
driveway to permit two-way traffic.  The next step for the County would be to clarify the Girl Scout 
conditions.   
 
Will stated that the question is if we are going to pursue a campground or not?  Should the County be 
attempting to establish a campground when there are many private campgrounds already in the 
County? 
 
Patty Roloff:  She owns the property to the west of the camp.  She introduced Jennel Garcia who 
bought the former Van Kampen house near the park entrance on Ostrander Road.  They were OK 
with the non-profit groups using the campground.  She asked why the County could not just keep it as 
a day-use park, they don’t want people out there 24/7.  She suggested that there could be a couple 
pavilion buildings put out there to be rented out for gatherings.  They feel that the County is going 
against the agreement that was made between the neighbors and the County.   
 
Bosquez talked about the increasing demand for campgrounds and how the pandemic has pushed 
more people into the activity.  Many counties run campgrounds and they provide a different 
experience than many private campgrounds.  He talked about the campground being more family-
friendly vs. the party atmosphere that other places have and how that could be accomplished with 
proper planning and management.   
 
Will stated that he doesn’t think the County should be competing with the many private campgrounds 
in the County.  Last year was an exceptional one in regards to the volume of people camping 
(demand).  He is not comfortable with offering camping at this time, he feels it would take more 
staffing than we currently have and would not be a cost-effective investment.  He would rather invest 
in other areas.   
 
Craig:  She stated that she is a camper and that many people are just there to party and it only takes 
a few people to ruin it for the rest.  It should be kept as a park. 
 
Spierings:  We should focus on Keller Park and the Fairgrounds for our camping offerings.  He is 
concerned about how close the camp is to the Fleese campground and that it would serve as an 
overflow for their problems.  Keep it as a park. 



 

 

 
Patty Roloff:  Have a pavilion to rent out or something just not a campground.  There needs to be 
work done on the walking trails on the property. 
 
There was a little more discussion, it was decided that there should be more work done on resolving 
the remaining legal issues then come up with a long-range plan for the property in the near future. 
 
Poor Farm Cemetery access road:  Francis gave the background information about how the County 
takes care of the cemetery and explained that while there is a deeded access to the site, it was never 
developed – visitors and staff navigate to the cemetery through private driveways and field paths.  
There has been increased interest by the public about getting to the site and we had a request for 
some sort of access that folks in wheel chairs could navigate.  Francis would like to put it into the 
budget for next year (2022) to have a simple driveway pushed in to the cemetery, as it would ease 
access for all involved and clear up trespassing issues.  There was some discussion and it was 
decided that Francis should put something in the capital plan for them to consider at the next 
meeting.   
 
Hwy BB Access to the Little Wolf River:  Francis pointed out the site on a map and explained how 
the County came to own the property through ROW changes when the bridge was moved.  He 
suggested that the Parks Department should take over maintenance of this site so the public can 
have a good access to the river.  Canoeing and Kayaking are increasing in popularity and having 
public access points along the river fits into what the Parks Department has been doing for many 
years.  There was discussion about the site and how much work would be involved in taking care of 
the site.   
 
Motion by Spierings, seconded by Craig to approve approaching the Highway Department with a 
proposal to take on the maintenance and improvements of the Hwy BB river access site.  Motion 
passed without a negative vote. 
 
Capital Projects Update:  Francis stated that they purchased a Toro zero-turn mower through the 
state purchasing program, not sure when it will be delivered.  Track changes update – there was 
discussion about what is happening out there.  Spierings suggested that we should have a meeting 
with the concerned parties, as there appears to be some differences of opinion on what should 
happen with certain aspects of the project.  The playground at the Fairgrounds is being used as a 
filler job so progress is slow.  Staff met with Highway Department people and came up with a plan for 
what paving can get done with the funds we have available and came up with a rough plan for how to 
budget to finish the project in next year’s capital plan.  Highway is going to provide an estimate for 
how much to ask for in Capital funds.  County forest – Casamassa is working with a logging company 
to get the trees we need removed cut and at the same time thin a stand of pines that is over-due.  
Keller Park trail – part of this has been flagged out, Casamassa is in contact with a local trail builder 
to get an estimate for what it would cost to have them come in with a mini-excavator and other 
equipment to build the trail.       
 
Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, July 6, 2021 at the 
Waupaca County Courthouse.   
 
Adjourn:   Motion by Spierings, seconded by Craig to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am. 
   



 

 

 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


